




Family Macroscelididae 
Elephant Shrews: 4 genera, 15 species 

Genus to know: Petrodromus 
 

Petrodromus 



 
 

 Diagnosis: Eyes large, zygomatic arch complete, dental 
formula 1-3/3, 1/1, 4/4, 2/2-3; perforate palate 

 

Petrodromus 

Elephantulus 





Family Erinaceidae 
Hedgehogs and Moon Rats: 10 genera, 24 species 

Genus to know: Erinaceus 
 



 
 

 Diagnosis: Incisors look like canines, dental formula 2-3/3, 
1/1, 3-4/2-4, 3/3, auditory bullae incomplete 

 





Family Talpidae 
Moles: 17 genera, 42 species 

Genera to know: Condylura, Neurotrichus, 
Scalopus, Scapanus, Parascalops 

 

 Diagnosis: Auditory bullae and zygomatic arches present, molar 
crowns with dilambdodont pattern (W-shaped lophs), dental 
formula 2-3/1-3, 1/0-1, 3-4/3-4, 3/3 

Condylura 

Neurotrichus 

Parascalops 

Scalopus 





Parascalops 

Scalopus 



Neurotrichus 

See your lab handout 

for key characters that 

will help distinguish 

these genera.  

Remember, you will also 

get skins: star-nose is 

obvious; look for hairy 

tail on Parascalops 

(also, incomplete 

auditory bullae); use 

upper teeth to 

distinguish Scalopus 

(irregular sizes) from 

Scapanus (more even-

sized teeth between 

front incisor and 

molars); Neurotrichus 

looks like a Blarina, but 

with bigger feet, longer 

tail, and mole-like skull 



Family Soricidae 
Shrews: 26 genera, 376 species 

Genera to know: Blarina, Sorex, Cryptotis 
 

 Diagnosis: Skull long and narrow, no zygomatic arches or 
postorbital processes, no auditory bullae 

Blarina 

Cryptotis 

Sorex 







Again, refer to your lab handout for  drawings of these skulls and key 

characters.  You can go back and use your lab handout for Mammals 

of Illinois, too!  There you will see how to use number and 

characteristics of the upper unicuspids (teeth between the front 

incisor and the molariform teeth) to distinguish these 3 genera. 

 

Relative tail length is also good: Blarina is a large black shrew with a 

short tail, only about 1-2 cm (small for body size); Sorex have tails  

more than 1/2 the body length(sometimes hard to tell on the stuffed 

ones); Cryptotis is intermediate, with tail about 1/3 body length. 


